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The MiamiNO SAVINGS?
NO WORRIES!
If you’ve struggled to save for a deposit 
in the past, our exclusive NO SAVINGS 
home loans may be the answer.*

Been 
refused 

fi nance in 
the past?

TALK 
TO US

EXCLUSIVE
HOUSE & LAND FROM 

$258,000

JANUARY FREEBIE 
HANSTONE QUARTZ KITCHEN 

BENCHTOPS valued at over

$5,000

To fi nd more call 9202 9313  |  fi rstabode.com.au  |  sales@fi rstabode.com.au*Full details on application.
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Displays Homes Now Open: Sat + Sun 1-5pm, Mon + Wed 2-5pm 
Churchlands Green - 2 Prionotes Corner, phone Travis: 9202 9263 all hours 
Port Coogee - Draper Street, phone Craig: 0416 112 277 

Call Sasha on 9202 9255  sales@renownedhomes.com.au 

65 Walters Drive, Osborne Park  renownedhomes.com.au
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 OVER 45 10M & 12M HOME DESIGNS

MONTH
BUILD TIME
GUARANTEED*9

HENLEY

MARKWOOD

*Full details on application

ON DISPLAY
KORDA

AWARD WINNING

FROM $249,715
NARROW LOT DESIGNS
TWO-STOREY

PORT COOGEE
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28 hot STYLE

Desi Letis and her partner, Lachlan Horn, at home in Cottesloe. 

Styling:  Anna Flanders / Pictures:  Angelita Bonetti

D
ESI Litis is a bowerbird who curates 

her many found treasures into 

“shrines” throughout her home 

in Cottesloe. She considers each 

object a visual ode to her experiences, family 

and partner Lachlan Horn. 

Curating, however, is not just a hobby for 

Desi, since she is co-owner of Perth’s uber-

creative Venn, the award-winning amalgam 

of shop, gallery, cafe and bar in Queen St that 

also includes three artists’ studios. 

It’s a job that takes her daily into the world 

that inspires her most – the evolving thoughts 

and works behind finished pieces of art.

All forms of creativity define Desi’s life. 

She was raised in a home where her mother 

commissioned an artist to live with them for 

a year to paint murals on their walls and ceil-

ings; she grew up surrounded by clouds in one 

room, exotic global locations in others. 

And from the age of three she attended 

the alternative Montessori school, where 

the philosophy is to nurture a child’s natural 

interests.

“So I didn’t do a lot of work during primary 

school – I just painted through most of it,” 

laughs Desi.

After high school, where her love of art really 

evolved, she received a first-class honours 

degree in fine art from Curtin University before 

heading to Italy to study at Florence’s interna-

tional design school, Polimoda. 

Then it was a stint in Colombia, working in 

community arts, before she returned home 

to another community role, this time with 

DADAA (the Fremantle arts organisation for 

the disabled or disadvantaged) and the oppor-

tunity to run The Ballroom artists’ studio in 

Perth.

Desi attributes her career and lifestyle to a 

childhood spent developing a love of form, 

colour and objects.

“As a child, my home was similar to my house 

now,” she says. “The collections were always 

ordered and in specific colours. I grouped the 

same tones in different areas of my bedroom. 

And I was very set on things like a particular 

bedspread or sheets.”

Walking through her home today, you see 

her groupings – or “shrines”, as she calls them 

– throughout the light, bright interior spaces 

she shares with Lachlan and their rescued grey-

hound, Mia, and Unagi the cat.

While Desi may have loads of belongings, 

her curatorial eye ensures that there is a casual 

orderliness to their display and arrangement, so 

the home achieves a feeling of space, despite its 

many collectables.

However, while she professionally works 

in, and privately collects, contemporary art, 

modern installations are not always the top 

priority when it comes to Desi’s home.

“It’s not so much that I am into vintage as 

such,” she says. “It’s more that I am interested 

in and want to collect  pieces that have a past. 

If it has a history about it or story, then that is 

why I am attracted to it. I imagine where it has 

come from, where it has travelled, the previous 

owner, where it sat in another home.”

It’s that love of a story, history and nostalgia 

that drives her addiction to garage sales, 

second-hand stores and the treasures to be 

found at roadside clean-ups. And it’s these 

meccas for preloved everything that are siren 

calls to her on weekends.

“I pretty much go to anything – and there are 

a lot of bad ones out there,” she says of garage 

sales. “And I love verge-side collections. When 

Lachlan sees a garage sale or things on the side 

of the road, he tries to divert my attention so 

I don’t spot them and make him stop. He gets 

away with it sometimes!”

While she spends weekend hours scouring 

second-hand stores in Fremantle and Guildford, 

she also targets the roadsides of suburbs such as 

Cottesloe and Peppermint Grove. During week-

ends away, she has favourite browsing haunts 

(Melbourne’s Camberwell Markets is one).

Which begs the question of how she could 

possibly fit all these acquisitions into one 

home. And this is where her experience and 

discipline kick in. New pieces brought into 

the house signal a time for reassessment and 

change. Even one new object can see Desi and 

Lachlan’s home undergo a major weekend 

transformation.

Existing pieces that no longer work are stored 

in her overflowing garage and shed, while the 

latest favourites are used to create new shrines 

of nostalgia and interest.

“It just evolves – I don’t know how it 

happens,” she says. “I simply place things 

together and, if they work, I leave them. If they 

don’t, I keep trying different things until I’m 

happy. The new pieces I got from our trip to 

Uluru recently mean I will start doing a whole 

reorganisation.”

When Desi’s not hunting and gathering at 

roadsides and second-hand stores, the week-

ends find her and Lachlan walking Mia near 

the beach and meeting friends at the dog park.

Breakfast is usually at cool Cottesloe 

cafe Il Lido or the nearby John Street Cafe. 

Alternatively, they invite friends to their home 

for brunch or barbecues and a dip in the pool.

“I often work on weekends, but I try to stay 

away from the gallery to keep that separate,” 

Desi says.

“I love being at home – it is very clean and 

simple with a lot of light and open spaces. It’s 

definitely my favourite place to be on days off.”

Anna Flanders

HEART-TO-ART
Desi Litis spends much of her time scouring second-hand stores, garage sales and verge-side 

collections and anything she picks up becomes a “shrine” and takes pride of place in her home
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what’s hot 2012
Welcome to HOME magazine�s Þ rst issue of the year.
We�re kicking off 2012 in style by showcasing some of WA�s 
most striking homes and proÞ ling the hottest homewares 
and furniture designs.
HOME�s Master Builders Bankwest Housing Awards 2012 
coverage also begins this week. Get ready to feast your 
eyes on plenty of the entrants in the lead-up to the gala 
awards ceremony on March 10.

24

features editor
Di Sattler Tel: 9326 9559 / Fax: 9326 9411
email: sattlerd@sundaytimes.newsltd.com.au

home editor
Sandra Peterson Tel: 9326 9539 / Fax: 9326 9411
email: petersons@sundaytimes.newsltd.com.au

feature writer
Kristy Symonds Tel: 9326 9549
email: symondsk@sundaytimes.newsltd.com.au

HOME magazine designer
Kim Marocchi 

designer
Michael Moralee 

production
Saliya Goonewardene, Martin Saxon

administration
Bev Bott Tel: 9326 9452

advertising
Jamie Grindley Tel: 9326 9219
email: grindleyj@sundaytimes.newsltd.com.au

Thelma Sims Tel: 9326 9225
email: simst@sundaytimes.newsltd.com.au

our cover
An award-winning Waterman home designed 
by Arc Seven.1�s Jason Saunders.

Photographer:  Andrew Pritchard

SANDRA 
PETERSON
home editor

P
ic

tu
re

: A
n
d
re

w
 P

ri
tc

h
a
rd

30



HOME

24 hot HOME

M
AXIMISING this Waterman block’s 

ocean views and catering to the 

owner-builder clients’ keen interest 

in horticulture dictated the design 

of this contemporary three-level residence. 

Building designer Jason Saunders, director of 

Arc Seven.1, says the main aim was to create a 

home that placed an emphasis on the connec-

tion between the internal and external living 

areas. “We really played on the ideas of water, 

tranquillity and sunsets,” he says.

According to Jason, the strategically placed 

ponds, an inviting water channel and the 

swimming pool create a harmonious and 

ambient connection to the ocean.

“We didn’t want the pool to be a stand-alone 

entity. We wanted it to feel as though it was 

incorporated into the home,” he says.

“We didn’t want the edge of the pool to be 

the start of the pool and the end of the living 

areas. We wanted the pool to seem as if it was 

part of the living area.”

Creating enough distance between the rooms 

became important so that Jason could install 

viewing corridors throughout the home and 

further enhance the connection between the 

three-bedroom, three-bathroom home and its 

landscape design.

“You don’t just want to walk down the 

passageways and see doors,” he says. “We 

wanted to create the visual connection 

between the indoors and outdoors.”

Picture windows were included in both the 

master bedroom and the dining room to frame 

ocean views and minimise glimpses of neigh-

bouring rooftops. A balcony that cantilevers 

over the front yard also captures views.

Jason says the natural construction mate-

rials played an important role in connecting 

the interiors and exteriors. Granite cladding, 

rust wall panelling and Lebanese sandstone, 

sourced from overseas, feature throughout the 

design.

His clients, a couple with adult children 

who had decided to downsize, wanted an 

GET THE 
LOOK

 � Building and interior 
designer: Jason Saunders and 
Nicole Tollman,  Arc Seven.1, 
North Perth, phone: 9201 1280, 
www.arc-seven1.com.au

 � Building supervisor: Gino 
Di Vincenzo, Di Vincenzo 
Construction, Marangaroo, 
phone: 9342 1042 

 � Pool and ponds: Westralia 
Pools, Hillarys, phone: 
0438 918 960, www.
westraliapools.com.au

 � Cabinet maker: Classic 
Cabinets, Malaga, phone: 
9249 1599

 � Wall cladding: Eco Outdoor, 
Osborne Park, phone: 
1300  13  14  13, www.
ecooutdoor.com.au

 � Glass balustrading: Designer 
Frameless Glass, Murdoch, 
phone: 0411 462 844

 � Lighting: Lighting City, Balcatta, 
phone: 9240 1080, www.
lightingcity.com.au

 � Audiovisual: Intelligent Home, 
Osborne Park, phone: 
1300 652 633, www.
intelligenthome.com.au

A REAL POOL IDEA
By making the pool seem as if it was part of the extended living area, Arc Seven.1 director and 
building designer Jason Saunders has brought a clever indoor-outdoor connection to this home
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entertainers’ home with enough space to 

create zoned areas over the three levels.

The undercroft level of the home has a 

garage, sauna and gym, while the ground fl oor 

incorporates two bedrooms, a sitting room, 

laundry, study and alfresco area.

The owners have the run of the top fl oor.

This level includes the palatial, resort-

inspired master suite, the kitchen, main living 

and dining areas and the balcony.

Each level was designed to be protected from 

the strong southwesterly winds traditionally 

associated with the coast.

“Having lived in the area for 25 years prior to 

purchasing their new block allowed the clients 

to have a clear understanding of what living 

on the coast was like,” Jason says.

Arc Seven.1’s  Nicole Tollman was responsible 

for the home’s contemporary interior design.

Jason says the choice of materials and overall 

design were carefully thought out to ensure it 

did not date in the near future.

“We wanted to create a form that was still 

contemporary in years to come,” he says. “We 

included some future trends for this purpose.”

Kristy Symonds

 � This home won the Best Residential Interiors 
category at the BDAWA Design Awards 2011. It was 
also commended in the Residential Buildings over 
450sq m category.

The Waterman home designed by  Jason Saunders of Arc Seven.1. 

Pictures:  Andrew Pritchard Photography


